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Program Highlights: Poster Session
Posters will be available for viewing 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM on Wednesday and Thursday in the Wolf Clan Ballroom. The Poster Session, when authors  
will be present to discuss their posters, will be held Wednesday, 5:00–6:30 PM. Thank you to the Cofrin Center for Biodiversity, UW-Green Bay,  
for their generous sponsorship of this event. 

Church, James	 Amphibian dynamics in forested ephemeral wetlands of Western Wisconsin

Curran, Melissa	 The Ridges Sanctuary Orchid Conservation Project

Giese, Erin	 Assessing wetland health using breeding birds as indicators

Graham, Grace	 A new statewide inventory of springs in Wisconsin

Granberg, Jason	 �Glyceria maxima identification & distribution

Herrick, Brad	� Differential persistence among native species planted in a stormwater retention pond

Ingebritsen, Jeff	� USFWS National Wetlands Inventory mapping of five Wisconsin watersheds

Kamke, Kaira	� Developing a baseline assessment undergraduate study for effects of a fire regime on invasive wetland flora

Kamke, Kaira	� Characterizations of aquatic macroinvertebrate communities in four Central Wisconsin wetlands

Kearns, Kelly	 Wisconsin’s regulated wetland invasive plants

Kupsky, Brianna	� Identifying establishment and restoration potential of Vallisneria americana in the Lower Bay of Green Bay, WI

McGinley, Paul	� A hydrodynamic framework to evaluate the importance of stream corridor topography and wetlands

McIntyre, Susan	� Natural succession on a roadside dolomite prairie restoration project and comparison to three remnant sites

Moen, Shawn	� Effects of environment, dispersal, and competition on two Bidens species in ephemeral pond communities

Nieset, Julie	� Compilation of 28 years of wetland delineation and monitoring in Illinois…and counting

Reif, Roberta	� Assessment of Phragmites australis treatment at Point au Sable Natural Area using aerial imagery

Skawinski, Paul	 Aquatic plants under the ice: Who’s down there?

Skawinski, Paul	 Chara brittonii: A rare species of Wisconsin fens

Teber, Tarek	� Speciation, seasonal variations and export fluxes of nutrients from the urbanized lower Milwaukee River

Vujanovic, Michael	� Paleolimnological indicators infer 6,300 years of change in Volo Bog, a Sphagnum wetland

Waechter, Zachary	� Misapplications of hydrologic indicators using the Midwest and Northcentral Northeast regional supplements

Wiley, Chandra	� Environmental characteristics’ effect on forested ephemeral wetland diversity

Winfield, Anna	 Drivers of hydroperiod in ephemeral and permanent wetlands

Program Highlights: Field Trips
Thursday, February 25, 1:30-4:30 PM

Pre-registration for field trips was required. Please see the registration desk if you will not attend a field trip for which you signed up so that your 
space can be freed up for someone on the waiting list. If you did not pre-register and would like to attend, please see the registration desk to find 
out if space might be available.

Please dress warmly and wear sturdy boots. Field trips will run in almost any weather  
(with the exception of hazardous conditions). All field trips will depart by bus at 1:30 PM from  
the main hotel entrance. Please arrive 10 minutes early to board the appropriate bus.

Unique Collections at UW-Green Bay’s Cofrin Center for Biodiversity:  
The Richter Museum and Fewless Herbarium
Trip Leaders: Tom Erdman, Curator of The Richter Museum, and Jay Horn, Curator of the Fewless Herbarium,  
Cofrin Center for Biodiversity at UW-Green Bay

Thank you to Wisconsin Public Service Foundation for their generous sponsorship of this field trip.

This field trip will offer a glimpse into two renowned collections at the UW-Green Bay Cofrin Center for Biodiversity: The Richter Museum of Natural 
History and the Fewless Herbarium. The Richter Museum includes collections of all locally breeding bird species and most mammal, reptile, 
amphibian, and fish species. The Fewless Herbarium houses a collection of more than 35,000 dried vascular plant vouchers, of which more than 
90% are from Wisconsin. Learn about the unique resources of both of these collections and how they can contribute to your continuing wetland 
education and efforts. This is an indoor field trip.

Finding Solutions for a Critical Coastal Wetland: Point au Sable Nature Preserve
Trip Leaders: Dr. Bob Howe and Bobbie Webster, UW-Green Bay Cofrin Center for Biodiversity

Thank you to Hey & Associates for their generous sponsorship of this field trip.

Point au Sable is located on a prominent peninsula along the east shore of Lower Green Bay. It is one of the few unmodified estuarine wetlands in 
the entire Lake Michigan ecosystem. In 2012, the Cofrin Center for Biodiversity undertook the restoration of coastal areas at Point au Sable,  
restoring standing water and native vegetation to the 25-acre coastal lagoon at the tip of the point and improving fish spawning habitat in the 
swales off of Wequiock Creek. Shoreline habitat improvements involved control of Phragmites australis. Field trip leaders will describe the project 
goals, outcomes, and next steps. 

Restoration of an Oneida Headwater Wetland Complex: Coyote Run
Trip Leader: Tony Kuchma, Oneida Nation

Thank you to the Midwest Access Solutions for their generous sponsorship of this field trip.

This field trip will explore nearly 200 acres of restored wetland and upland habitat along the south branch of the Suamico River. Formerly shrub 
swamp and sedge meadow, the site was ditched and cleared in the 1930s for agriculture and produced row crops until 2003. The restoration  
included construction of a settling basin and water treatment wetland upstream from the main wetland basin to help buffer the main wetland 
from the nutrient load coming from the site’s 2,000-acre agricultural watershed. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to visit a restored wetland owned 
and managed by the Oneida Nation that is typically only accessible to tribal members.
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Program Highlights: Working Groups
Tribal Wetland Programs Working Group
Wednesday, February 24, 2:30-3:10 PM 
Location: Iroquois Ballroom 
Facilitator: Randy Poelma

This working group will provide tribal wetlands staff with the opportunity to more formally interact, share ideas and best practices, and identify 
opportunities for collaboration and growth. This will be the first meeting of this group and will kick-off efforts to institutionalize the gathering in 
order to foster long-term collaboration, dialogue, and exchange of information that supports and encourages strategic, effective efforts to restore 
and care for wetlands in Wisconsin. All tribal wetlands staff are encouraged to attend.

Acknowledgments
More than 100 experts and enthusiasts have contributed to the planning and content of this conference. We would like to thank all of the presenters, field trips 
leaders, and working group leaders for sharing their expertise with the regional wetland and water resource professional community. While it is not feasible to 
acknowledge every contributor individually, we offer special thanks below to individuals who have made especially important contributions to this event.

Moderators
Thank you to the following partners for moderating conference sessions:

Student Scholarship Program Sponsors
Generous contributions made by The Nature Conservancy and the Fund for Lake Michigan allow us to provide financial support to many students 
who are attending our conference. Students receiving conference scholarships are denoted with a * in the list of volunteers below.

Volunteers
We thank the following volunteers for assisting us with the many and varied  
aspects of conference logistics (* denotes student scholarship recipient):

	 Tom Bernthal: WDNR

	 Betsy Galbraith: USFWS

	 Jason Granberg: WDNR

	 Rebecca Graser: USACE

	 James Havel: NES Ecological Services

	 Kelly Kearns: WDNR

	 Charlie Luthin: Spring Creek Consulting

	 Curt Meine: Aldo Leopold Foundation

	 Nick Miller: The Nature Conservancy 

Travis Olson: Wisconsin Coastal  
Management Program

Patrick Robinson: UWEX & UW-Green Bay

Jim Ruwaldt: WWA Board

Alice Thompson: Thompson & Associates  
Wetland Services

Pat Trochlell: WDNR

Nicole Van Helden: The Nature Conservancy

Dreux Watermolen: WDNR

Brock Woods: WDNR

	� Tom Erdman:  Richter Museum, 
Cofrin Center for Biodiversity, UW-Green Bay

	 Tony Kuchma: Oneida Nation

	� Jay Horn: Fewless Herbarium,   
Cofrin Center for Biodiversity, UW-Green Bay

Practitioner’s Working Group
Thursday February 25, 1:30-4:30 PM 
Location: Turtle Clan Ballroom 
Facilitator: James Havel, NES Ecological Services

This session offers an opportunity for wetland practitioners—including 
consultants, federal, state, and local regulators, land managers, and 
others—to discuss current issues relevant to their daily work. The agenda 
will be set with the input of those who participated in a similar working 
group at recent WWA conferences. Topics covered will likely include what’s 
new with state wetland policies, including how they have or will change 
the review and approval of wetland development permits and associated 
compensatory mitigation requirements. 

Finding Solutions to Non-native Phragmites
Thursday February 25, 1:30-4:30 PM 
Location: Bear Clan Ballroom 
Facilitators: Brock Woods & Jason Granberg, UWEX/WDNR

This session is an opportunity for everyone concerned about non-native 
Phragmites in Wisconsin to ask questions and discuss how best to contain 
this troublesome subspecies. Participants will have a brief opportunity to 
share their own management approaches and lessons learned, learn about 
other efforts around the Great Lakes to curb this invasive, and participate in 
a discussion about how to work together to effectively manage it into the 
future. Because grant funding has allowed WDNR and many partners to do 
extensive control work in Great Lakes basin counties recently,  
county and township personnel and local organizations that will do 
follow-up control work are especially encouraged to attend, but anyone 
interested in learning about this invasive plant and its control is welcome. 

Please note that the following programs are held concurrent with the conference field trips on Thursday afternoon.

Field Trip Leaders 
Thank you to the following individuals for their assistance planning,  
coordinating, and leading our conference field trips to wetlands near Green Bay:

	 Monika Blazs

	 Jacob Cerminar*

	 Nick Chiaro*

	 Maryssa Fenwick*

	 Willson Gaul*

	 Nicole Gieldon*

	 Lee Hengescht

	 Jonathan Hill*

	 Kaira Kamke*

	 Candace Kraft*

	 Ethan Robers*

	 Michael Sinclair*

	 Graham Steinhauer*

	 Brenna Witek*

Bob Howe: Cofrin Center for Biodiversity,  
UW-Green Bay

Bobbie Webster: Cofrin Center for Biodiversity,  
UW-Green Bay



15

TO HOTEL 

CASINO 

Map of Radisson Hotel & Conference Center Sponsors & Exhibitors
Wisconsin Wetlands Association thanks all of our sponsors for their support of this conference, without which this conference would not be possible. 
Those sponsors marked with an asterisk (*) have booths in the Wolf Clan Ballroom at the Radisson Hotel & Conference Center. Please visit these 
exhibitors and thank them for supporting this conference!
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	 Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust*

	 Oneida Nation*

	 Ozaukee Washington Land Trust Inc.*

	 Pheasants Forever*

	 R.A. Smith National*

	 The Ridges Sanctuary*

	 Seiler Instrument Company*

	 Stantec*

	� Sterling Lumber/Midwest Access Solutions*

 	 Swamplovers Foundation, Inc.

	 TRC Environmental Corporation*

	 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service*

	 University of Wisconsin Press*

	� USDA National Resources Conservation Service*

	 UW-Extension Lakes Program*

	 We Energies*

	 Wisconsin Coastal Management Program

	 Wisconsin Flowgate & Culvert*

	 Wisconsin Land+Water*

	 Wisconsin Public Service Foundation

	 Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc.*

	 American Transmission Company

	 Applied Ecological Services*

	 Aquatic Biologists, Inc.*

	 Cardno*

	 Cofrin Center for Biodiversity*

	 County Materials*

	 Crop Production Services*

	 Ducks Unlimited*

	 ENCAP, Inc.*,

	 Fund for Lake Michigan

	 Gathering Waters: Wisconsin’s Alliance for Land Trusts*

	 GRAEF*

	 Green Bay Conservation Partners*

	 Hey & Associates, Inc.*

	 Ho-Chunk Nation

	 International Crane Foundation

	 Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin*

	 J.F. Brennan Company, Inc.*

	 Lake Michigan Stakeholders*

	 Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin*

	 The Nature Conservancy*

	 NES Ecological Services*

	 North Central Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists*


